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OLD SENATE BUILDING BUILT IN 1910

THE STONE WAS LAID ON THE 21ST DAY OF
DECEMBER IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD 1910 IN
THE 12TH YEAR OF THE REIGN OF GBADEE@s

We are pleased to welcome you to the first edition of the Crowther
Abeokuta Monthly Nugget for the year 2026. As we approach the close
of the first month of the year, it is our delight to share with you a
curated overview of Kkey updates, recent developments, and
forthcoming activities from Crowther Graduate Theological
Seminary (CGTS) — one of Nigeria's leading institutions for Christian
theological education.

We remain deeply grateful for your continued engagement and
partnership as we journey together month by month. It is our sincere
hope that this edition will not only keep you well informed but also
prove intellectually enriching and spiritually inspiring, as we
collectively advance the mission of theological excellence and faithful
Christian service.

Crowther Graduate Theological Seminary (CGTS) operates under the
proud ownership and oversight of the Church of Nigeria (Anglican

Communion), reflecting its firm ecclesial heritage and theological identity.



FROM THE RECTOR'S DESK
» Let me begin by appreciating God Almighty
for His love and protection over every one
of us. I sincerely thank The Most Revd. Dr.
Henry Chukwudum Ndukuba, Primate of

the Church of Nigeria (Anglican

Communion), for appointing me as the new
Rector of Crowther Graduate Theological
Seminary, Abeokuta. My association with
CGTS began with an invitation to serve as
an Adjunct Lecturer during the tenure of His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Prof. Dapo
Asaju, the foundation Rector of this great institution.

I continued my service under His Lordship, Rt. Rev. Prof. Andrew Olu
Igenoza, and also served under The Ven. Professor Taiye Aluko. Little did I
know that one day it would be my turn to occupy the office as Rector. I
sincerely commend my predecessors at CGTS for the impactful work they
accomplished during their tenure. I pray for their continued success
wherever their calling may lead them. May God enable us to fulfill His
mandate and bring CGTS to greater prominence, in Jesus' Name. Amen.

Our mission remains firmly anchored in the biblical mandate of 2 Timothy
2:15: “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth
not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth” (KJV). We pray that
this month's edition will inform and inspire you, while also strengthening
your connection to the mission and ministry of Crowther Graduate
Theological Seminary (CGTS).

Established in 2009, the Seminary was founded with a clearly defined
mandate: to equip ministers — both clergy and laity, within Nigeria and
across the global Christian community, for effective, faithful, and
transformative Christian service. Rooted in a commitment to spiritual
formation, scholarly rigor, and ministerial excellence, CGTS continues to
offer robust academic programmes, modern learning facilities, and
impactful events that collectively advance its vision of holistic theological
education.

At the heart of the Seminary's mission lies the enduring biblical charge
articulated in 2 Timothy 2:15: “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a
workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth
(KIV).

This scriptural mandate shapes our pedagogical approach, academic
standards, and ministerial training, ensuring that graduates are both
intellectually grounded and spiritually mature.

As you engage with this month's edition of our newsletter, we pray that its
contents will not only inform and inspire you, but also deepen your
connection to the mission, vision, and on-going ministry of Crowther
Graduate Theological Seminary. May it serve as a meaningful window into
our shared pursuit of theological excellence in service to God and His
Church.

Diligent Focus on Vision and Goals: Pathways to Great Achievements
Over the past five months since resuming duty as Rector of the Crowther
Graduate Theological Seminary (CGTS), Abeokuta, Ven. Prof. Rotimi
Williams Omotoye has approached his responsibilities with unwavering
determination and a strong sense of purpose. His leadership has been
marked by assiduousness, strategic focus, and fortitude — qualities that aptly
define his administrative disposition.

Since assuming office, the Rector has demonstrated an exceptional
commitment to duty, characterized by diligence, clarity of vision, and a
resolute drive toward institutional excellence. His administration is guided
by clearly articulated goals and a deliberate emphasis on measurable
outcomes that align with and advance the Seminary's mission and long-term
strategic objectives.

Within this relatively brief period, his leadership has already yielded
significant progress across academic, administrative, and institutional
development spheres. Several strategic initiatives have been successfully
launched, while others remain actively underway, reflecting a dynamic,
responsive, and forward-looking administration.

Outlined below are the key achievements, on-going activities, and proposed

projects recorded during the month of January:



1. Registration of CGTS with the Association for Christian
Theological Education in Africa (ACTEA) and the West African
Theological Institutions (WATI) —in progress

Upgrading of the CGTS Library

CGTS Governing Council Meeting — January 22,2026

Renovation of the PEJAK Event Hall

Provision of Free Medical Tests for CGTS Staff and Students

Repair and Restoration of Abandoned Electrical Appliances within
CGTS

7. Hosting of the 50th Anniversary Book Launch and International

o

Conference of the Diocese of Egba (Anglican Communion) at
CGTS
8. Establishment of'a Functional Affiliation Centre at CGTS

1. Registration of CGTS with ACTEA and WAATI (In Progress)
The registration of Crowther Graduate Theological Seminary (CGTS) with
two major theological accreditation bodies in Africa — the Association for
Christian Theological Education in Africa (ACTEA) and the West
African Association for Theological Institutions (WAATI), is currently
in progress. This process involves official visitation exercises by each body
to assess the Seminary's academic facilities and institutional capacity. Areas
of assessment include the library, Information and Communication
Technology (ICT) facilities, academic and non-academic staff strength, and
other relevant infrastructural and administrative structures.
CGTS anticipates the accreditation visitation of WAATI in February 2026,
while that ACTEA is projected for March 2026.
In preparation for these visits, extensive restructuring and renovation
activities have been initiated across the Seminary. These include the
upgrading of the library, hostels, vehicles, solar power installations, and the
reorganization of academic and non-academic staff structures. These
activities commenced in late 2025 and remain on-going.

2.Upgrading of the CGTS Library
The library, being a core academic facility, is a critical requirement for
ACTEA and WAATTI accreditation.

In line with standardization expectations, the official location of the CGTS
Library has been relocated from the upper floor to the ground floor to
improve accessibility and functionality.
Following the renovation of the new space, the relocation of shelves and
books is being carried out in phases. Ongoing activities include the sorting,
cataloguing, and systematic arrangement of books and journals. Members
of the Library Relocation Committee have been mandated to ensure that
the library meets accreditation standards in readiness for ACTEA and
WAATTI inspections.
Members of the Library Relocation Committee include:

Ven. Prof. Rotimi Williams Omotoye — Rector

Ven. Dr. Friday I. Ogbuehi— Registrar

Mrs. Adetayo R. Bankole —Bursar

Mr. Sunday Adeniran Sodeinde — ICT Coordinator

Mr. Festus Bamikole Bayode — Library Coordinator

Ven. Dr. Jeremiah Oguche — Faculty Representative
To further strengthen the library's holdings, additional current scholarly
books and academic journals in theology, philosophy, and related
disciplines are required. Consequently, the Rector appeals to CGTS
alumni, students, staff, and other stakeholders to donate relevant books and
journals.
The Rector expresses appreciation to Rev. Dr. Olusola-Niyi, Secretary of
the Alumni Association, who visited CGTS on 6 January 2026 and
donated three academic books to the library. He encourages other alumni
officials and members to emulate this commendable gesture.
For some time, CGTS has operated without a professionally trained
librarian, relying instead on library coordinators. As part of the library
standardization process, the Rector proposed the appointment of a
qualified librarian. This proposal was presented at the CGTS Governing
Council meeting held on 22 January 2026, where it received collective
approval. The Council directed that the position be formally advertised,

with implementation to follow in due course.



3. CGTS Governing Council Meeting (22 January 2026)
The Governing Council of Crowther Graduate Theological Seminary,
Abeokuta, held its first meeting for the year on Thursday, 22 January 2026.
The meeting was conducted in a hybrid format, combining physical and
virtual participation.
Physical participants included:
The Most Revd. Dr. Blessings C. Enyindah — Chairman
Ven. Prof. Rotimi Williams Omotoye — Rector/Council Secretary
The Rt. Revd. Dapo F. Asaju— Bishop Theologian/Member
Virtual participants included:
The Most Revd. Dr. Timothy Yahaya—Member
The Most Revd. Dr. Eze Sosthenes —Member
The Rt. Revd. Dr. Duke Akamisoko —Member
Sir Chijioke Emeka (SAN)—Member

Apology
The Most Revd. Dr. David Onuoha - Member
The Rt. Revd. Dr. Akin Atere - Member
The Rt. Revd. Dr. Sunday Adewole - Member
The Rt. Revd. Dr. Gershinen Paul Dajur - Member
Barr. Mrs. Anne Ishaku - Member
Dame Ibim Simitari - Member

Physical participants arrived at the CGTS premises on Wednesday, 21
January 2026, and conducted a tour of the Seminary's facilities. The tour
aimed at assessing infrastructural development and aligning ongoing
upgrades with accreditation standards required by ACTEA and WAATT.
Facilities visited included: the new library location, CGTS Senate Building
construction site, business and faculty areas, ICT Centre, car park, PEJAK
Guest House, and the CGTS house at Oke-Ata. Following these inspections,
the Council reached key resolutions on infrastructural upgrades and resource
optimization.

KEY COUNCILDECISIONS

Refurbishment of Vehicles:
The Council directed that long-abandoned vehicles at the motor pool be

refurbished and returned to service, given the high cost of acquiring new
vehicles. The refurbishment will commence with the 32-seater Coastal
Bus, followed by other vehicles as funds permit.

CGTS House at Oke-Ata:

The CGTS house at Oke-Ata, donated by the former Primate, The Most
Revd. Dr. Peter Jasper Akinola, con; the main building is currently
unoccupied. The Council resolved that the building be renovated and
converted into a guest house for prominent CGTS visitors.

In addition to infrastructural matters, the Council deliberated extensively on
strategies for academic excellence and staff welfare.

4.Renovation of the PEJAK Event Hall

The PEJAK Event Hall, located at Olomore — approximately ten minutes'
drive from CGTS, has recently undergone renovation. The initial phase of
the renovation was undertaken by members of the Redeemed Christian
Church of God, who use the hall for worship and programmes. This phase
involved painting the interior and exterior of the hall.

Subsequently, the CGTS administration carried out additional repairs,
including the lighting system and toilet facilities. Upon resumption of duty
in January 2026, the Rector visited the facility alongside the Bursar, Works
Coordinator, PEJAK Coordinator, Secretary, and two technical officers to
assess completed work and identify outstanding needs.

The PEJAK Event Hall is now in good condition and available for rent for
religious and socio-economic events. Interested users are advised to contact
the PEJAK Coordinator for bookings.

It is noteworthy that the entire PEJAK Guest House has been earmarked for
comprehensive reconstruction by the Office of the Primate, Church of
Nigeria. The contract has been awarded and awaits commencement. This
development is expected to transform the facility into a modern guest house
for public use.

5. Free Medical Tests for Staff and Students

In line with his commitment to staff and student welfare, the Rector
approved free medical tests for CGTS students and staff, as well as staff of

Crowther Academy and Crowther Comprehensive School. The medical



exercise was conducted at the clinic from Wednesday, 14 January to
Friday, 16 January 2026, according to the following schedule:
Students — Wednesday, 14 January 2026 (10:00 a.m.)
Academic Staff—Thursday, 15 January 2026 (10:00 a.m.)
Non-Academic Staff—Friday, 16 January 2026 (10:00 a.m.)
Crowther Group of Schools Teachers — Friday, 23 January 2026
(10:00 a.m.)
6. Repair of Abandoned CGTS Electrical Appliances
Many CGTS-owned electrical appliances — including refrigerators, air
conditioners, fans, and generators have remained unused due to prolonged
disrepair. The Rector initiated a phased repair programme, beginning with
refrigerators.
These refrigerators, located across staff offices, administrative units, student
hostels, and residential apartments, were inspected by an experienced
refrigeration technician to determine which units were repairable. The first
phase of repairs commenced at Shepherd Inn, where the assigned technician
successfully completed the task.
Subsequent phases involving additional refrigerators and other electrical
appliances will continue as funds become available.
7. 50th Anniversary of the Diocese of Egba: Book Launch and
International Conference
The Diocese of Egba (Anglican Communion) will celebrate its S0th
Anniversary in July 2026. As part of the commemorative activities, the
Rector of CGTS has initiated plans for an International Conference and
Book Launch to be hosted at CGTS.
Book Title: Historical Development of Christianity in Egba: An
Exploration of Political and Socioeconomic Issues (1843—-2023)
Conference Theme: Scholarly Collaboration and Viable
Partnership in the Accomplishment of the Great Commission:
Bridging Academia and Field Practice in Missiology
The event will take place from 14-16 July 2026. Professor Olutayo
Adesina, Professor of History at the University of Ibadan and an

internationally acclaimed scholar currently based in the UK, has accepted to

deliver the lead paper. The book is published in honour of Baba Primate,
Jasper Akinola (Retired).
Academic staff and students of CGTS, as well as scholars from other

institutions, are invited to submit abstracts and full papers.
Important Dates

Abstract Submission Deadline — 17 February 2026
Notification of Acceptance — 28 February 2026
Full Paper Submission—20 April 2026
Early Bird Registration Deadline —30 June 2026
Arrival of Participants — 13 July 2026
Opening Ceremony & Book Launch— 14 July 2026
Conference Sessions (Physical & Virtual)— 14—15 July 2026
Departure of Participants — 16 July 2026
The Conference and Book Project will be coordinated by:
The Ven. Prof. Rotimi Williams Omotoye — Rector, CGTS
The Ven. Prof. Sunday Adepoju — Bethany International University,
Singapore
The Ven. Assoc. Prof. Job Okunoye — Ajayi Crowther University
Assoc. Prof. Tokunbo Bankole — CGTS
The Ven. Dr. Israel Odewole — Conference Committee
Representative
Reference materials on the Diocese of Egba have been made available in the
CGTS Library. The Rector appreciates Ven. Dr. Israel Oduwole, Chairman
ofthe Local Organizing Committee, for facilitating these resources.
All CGTS academic staff are expected to contribute a chapter to the book
project and present papers at the conference. Conference proceedings will be
published as journal articles, forming an annual CGTS publication.
8. Establishment of a Functional Affiliation Centre at CGTS
In recognition of the strategic importance of institutional partnerships, the
Rector has proposed the establishment of a fully functional Affiliation
Centre within CGTS. Although initially projected to commence in January

2026, implementation is still in progress.



The Centre will coordinate, document, and manage all matters
relating to CGTS-affiliated institutions and related academic
collaborations. A Secretary will be appointed to oversee daily
operations and report directly to the Rector, ensuring efficiency and
accountability
Recent Past Events at CGTS
First Semester Resumption
Students and staff of Crowther Graduate Theological Seminary
(CGTS) resumed for the 2026/2027 academic session on Monday,
5 January 2026. Staff resumption was marked by the regular Monday
morning devotion held at 10:00 a.m., which, on this occasion, was
characterized by visible joy and renewed enthusiasm following the
Christmas and New Year holidays.
During the devotion, the Rector expressed appreciation to members
of staff for their commitment, cooperation, and dedication since his
assumption of office. He also used the opportunity to brief staff on key
institutional developments and expectations for the new semester.
The major points highlighted included:
Extension of the tenure of the Chaplain, Revd. Canon
Oluwawole, for an additional two years.
An appeal to both academic and non-academic staff to attend
official chapel programmes regularly and punctually.
Adirective that occupancy of administrative offices shall be for
amaximum tenure of two years.
Publication of academic papers shall constitute 40% of the
criteria for promotion of academic staff.
Other promotion criteria shall account for 60%, including
availability, dedication, teaching load, conference
participation, and contributions to CGTS activities.
The Rector encouraged all staff to remain diligent and committed in
their respective vocations, emphasizing that resumption signified the
immediate commencement of official duties.

Academic programme coordinators were directed to contact
students regarding resumption, registration, the welcome
service, and the commencement of first-semester lectures on 12
January 2026.

The staff devotion concluded with a heartfelt prayer of
thanksgiving and commitment led by The Rt. Revd. Dr. Rufus
Adepoju.

Resumption Welcome Service for Staff and Students

The resumption of staff and students for the first semester of the
2026/2027 academic year was formally marked with a Welcome
Service held on Thursday, 8 January 2026, at 12:00 noon in
the Chapel of Christ Our Wisdom.

The Holy Communion service was officiated by Anglican priests
and well attended by CGTS staff, students, staff of Crowther
Academy Schools, and members of Crowther community. The
Guest Preacher was Rev. Canon Juwon Onasanya of the
Diocese of Egba and Chaplain of Chrisland University, Abeokuta.
The service provided a moment of thanksgiving, reflection on
God's faithfulness, and dedication of the staff, students, the
semester, and the entire CGTS community to God for purposeful
and impactful achievements. The service concluded at about
2:00 p.m. with light refreshments.

Students' Registration for the 2026/2027 Academic Session
Registration, screening, and orientation for both fresh and
returning students for the 2026/2027 academic session took
place from 5 to 16 January 2026. Admission is still on-going and
interested applicant may contact the admissions office via
08106402223.

Commencement of the First Set of ACU Students

CGTS is pleased to announce the commencement of registration
for the first cohort of Ajayi Crowther University (ACU) M.A.
and Ph.D. candidates. Shortlisted candidates' application
documents were submitted on 28 January 2026 for thorough



vetting. The process emphasizes strict adherence to academic
quality assurance and internationally recognized standards.
Commencement of First Semester Lectures
First-semester lectures for the contact month commenced on 12
January 2026.
Academic Board Meeting
The CGTS Academic Board held its first meeting of the year on 15
January 2026. The primary agendum was the consideration of
students' results from the previous academic session. To ensure
thorough review, the meeting was adjourned for three weeks to allow
the Results Collation Committee adequate time to complete its
assignment.
CGTS Governing Council Meeting
The CGTS Governing Council convened on 22 January 2026, during
which deliberations focused on strategic initiatives aimed at
advancing the institution. Matters relating to staff and students'
welfare were also considered.
Upcoming Events at CGTS
WAATI and ACTEA Accreditation Visits
CGTS is eagerly anticipating the accreditation visits of the West
African Association for Theological Institutions (WAATI) and the
Association for Christian Theological Education in Africa
(ACTEA) scheduled for February and March 2026, respectively.
Preparations for these historic visits are at an advanced stage. The
visits are expected to further enhance CGTS's visibility and
recognition as a leading theological institution in Africa.
Seminar on Online Teaching
An online seminar on Online Teaching will be held on Saturday, 31
January 2026, at 2:00 p.m. The seminar, designed for all CGTS
academic staff, will be facilitated by Dr. Tomi Soboyejo, based in the
United States of America.

Dedication of the New CGTS Library
The relocation and restructuring of the CGTS Library in line with
ACTEA and WAATI standards is nearing completion. The
dedication of the newly upgraded library has been scheduled
for 4 February 2026. The Rector encourages all staff, students,
and the executive members of CGTS Alumni Association to
attend this important event.
Book Launch and International Conference
CGTS will host a Book Launch and International Conference
in commemoration of the 50th Anniversary of the Diocese of
Egba (Anglican Communion) from 14-16 July 2026.
Preparations are in top gear for this landmark event.
Staff and students of CGTS and other institutions are actively
contributing chapters to the book titled: Historical Development of
Christianity in Egba: An Exploration of Political and
Socioeconomic Issues (1843—-2023)
They are also preparing scholarly papers for presentation at the
International Conference theme: Scholarly Collaboration and
Viable Partnership in the Accomplishment of the Great
Commission: Bridging Academia and Field Practice in
Missiology.
Conference papers will be published in a book and formally
presented at the 2027 Conference. Going forward, CGTS will
host annual conferences, with selected papers published in the
Crowther Graduate Journal of Theology and Religion.
Celebrations
Thanksgiving service held by the family of Ven. Prof.
Rotimi Williams Omotoye and Mrs. Esther Omotoye
on Sunday, 11 January 2026, following the wedding of
their children, Mr. Samson and Mrs. Victoria Babalola.
Appointment of Mrs. Gift Oguche as Senior Portal and
Records Keeper at PEJAK, effective January 2026.



The Rector, staff, and students of CGTS celebrate and
congratulate the former Registrar, Ven. Dr. Friday Ogbuehi,
whose term of service as Registrar of CGTS came toanend on
11 January 2026. Ven. Dr. Ogbuehi has been reappointed to
serve in an acting capacity for a period of three months. Itis a
source of great joy and gratitude to witness a tenure that began
well and has concluded successfully.

Achievements
Congratulations to Ven. Dr. Israel Odewole on his recent
academic publication.
Congratulations to Dr. (Mrs.) Ifeoma Nwasilli on her recent
scholarly publication.
Congratulations to Ven. Dr Friday Ogbuehi for a successful
complication of afive year tenue as the registrar of CGTS.

Appreciations

Postgraduate Diplomas:
PGD in Religious Studies
PGD in Theology
Master's Degrees:
Master of Divinity
Master of Theology
M.A.in Intercultural Studies
M.A. in Christian Religious Studies
Doctoral Degrees:
Doctor of Ministry
Doctor of Theology
Ph.D. in Christian Religious Studies
Application Process:
Applicants should obtain and pay for the application form via the
Seminary's Zenith Bank Account:
-, Account Number: 1012695345
The Rector and staff of CGTS express appreciation to: Account Name: CGTS

The RCCG congregation using the PEJAK Event Hall. Completed forms and payment receipts should be submitted to
Academic and non-academic staff for their dedication to duty. the Registrar, CGTS, Abeokuta

Members of the Local Organizing Committee for the 2. The Standing Committee Meeting of the Church of
forthcoming International Conference. Nigeria (Anglican Communion) will hold in Amichi,
Non-academic staff that assisted with the relocation of library Anambra State, from 10—15 February 2026.

shelves and books. 3. Attendance at official chapel programmes is

Announcements mandatory for all staff and students. Lectures will not hold
1. Admissions into the 2026/2027 academic session are on- during chapel services.

going for CGTS, ACU, and Bethany International University 4. The Senior Secondary School of Crowther Academy will
(BIU) programmes. Qualified candidates within and outside be registered with the Ogun State Ministry of Education
Nigeria are encouraged to apply. in 2026.
Available Programmes include: 5. A new CGTS website is under development by Mr.
Undergraduate: Adebola Oni. Staff are encouraged to activate their
Bachelor of Theology official email addresses.
Bachelor of Arts in Christian Religious Studies 6. A CGTS delegation visited traditional rulers in Egbaland

on Monday, 19 January 2026, in preparation for the July
2026 conference and book project.



Advertisements
Accommodation is available at PEJAK Guest House,
Shepherd Inn, Olufosoye Hall, and Henry Townsend Hall at
affordable rates.
St. Matthias Hall, PEJAK Hall, and the CGTS Open Field
are available for rent.
A three-layer aluminium ladder is available for public rental
atN10,000 per day.
Crowther Academy Schools require a qualified English
Language Teacher.
This column is open for advertisements. Promote your business,
events, church programmes, job opportunities, and more through the
Crowther Monthly Nugget. e
Having brought you up to date with recent and upcoming activities at v FACULTY BUILDING |
Crowther Graduate Theological Seminary, we hope you enjoy this
edition of the Crowther Monthly Nugget. We look forward to sharing
more news and developments in future editions.
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